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      The Mount Zion Seminary opened its 
doors December 6, 1880, and was the forerunner 
of the modern Mount Zion Schools, making them 
the oldest schools in conƟnuous operaƟon in Car-
roll County. 
 

 Dr. Hicks MarƟn moved to the Mount Zion 
area in 1852, coming from Cherokee County. Dr. 
Hicks MarƟn was a Methodist minister and a 
medical doctor. Before 1852, Mount Zion was a 
rural area ripe for development. MarƟn founded 
the Mount Zion United Methodist Church, which 
effecƟvely gave the area a name.  
 

 Rev. James Mitchell, a pugnacious Irish-
man, took over the Mount Zion church in 1877. 
President Lincoln appointed Rev. MarƟn as Com-
missioner of EmigraƟon in 1862. Over the next 
few years President Lincoln soŌened his support 
of forced immigraƟon and his support of Rev. 
Mitchell.  Embroiled in a fierce argument with the 
government, Mitchell’s funding was cut off and 
he headed south. 

Mount Zion Seminary, Mount Zion GA. 
 Rev. MarƟn noƟced there were no schools 
in the area, so he convinced church leaders to es-
tablish boarding schools which would become 
Mount Zion Seminary.  The first two years students 
received a basic educaƟon and in the last two 
years the courses changed to preparing the stu-
dents for the ministry.                                                
  

 The Fall term of Carroll County Superior 
Court granted a charter to Mount Zion Seminary 
AssociaƟon.  It was a joint stock opƟon associaƟon 
with a Board of Trustees. Joseph Entrekin and Rev. 
William Culpepper Walker each paid $200 to fund 
the AssociaƟon, and others according to their abil-
ity to pay.   
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       The original stockholders were 
Joseph Entrekin President, S. J. En-
trekin, H.A. Entrekin, Eli Entrekin, 
J.A. Entrekin, L. G. Entrekin, W. M. 
Ashmore (Bowdon), W,G, Jordan, 
Daniel McBurneƩ, James P. 
McKissack, Issac Price, William 
Walker, Hicks MarƟn, M.D., M.C. 
Trimble, and Rev. James Mitchell. 

       Professor J.E. Deacon was the 
first president, and in its first  

 

quarter of a century it had a dozen different Principals. The most famous was Professor Rhonald 
Johnston. Professor Johnston was born in Scotland and graduated from the University of Edinburgh.   

 Scores of teachers were taught at the Seminary and many preachers were trained there as 
well as other professionals. Mr. Joseph Entrekin gave the land and Howard  A. PiƩs cleared the land 
where the Seminary was built which is the site of the Elementary School on Hwy 113.  

 Serving as Mount Zion Presidents were: E.F. Entrekin with Assistant Belle Thimble, J.D. Dea-
con with assistant D. D. Entrekin, J.F. Palmer with Assistant Addie Thimble, Rhonald E. Johnston, 
R.H. Robb, J.F. Palmer, W.T. Morris, W.D. Stevenson, R.C. BramleƩ, W. T. Morris, Perry Weston with 
Assistant Mose Weston, Alvis Craig, Foss Smith, J.L. Robb, R.H. Robb, H.A. Phillips, James  Coleman, 
J. l. Robb, W. Williford, F.L. Bradley who died in WWI in France, Lee. S. Thimble, P. L. Schneider, 
W.H. Howard and Assistant Estella Searles Howard, and Estella Searles Howard and Dean of Stu-
dents Frank Argelandre.   
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 Mount Zion    Georgia Timeline 

1827    SeƩlers moved into the Mount Zion Area but 
 most moved on to Alabama, Mississippi, and 
 Texas.  

1852 First permanent seƩler was  Hicks MarƟn and 
 his family. 

1865 Mount Zion Methodist Episcopal Church was 
 founded. Started as a Brush Arbor and log 
 building. 

1878 Name officially changed to Mount Zion aŌer 
 the church.  First known as Turkey Creek 
 Mills. 

1889   Mt. Zion Methodist Episcopal Church built a 
 sanctuary. 

1876 Rev. James Mitchell met with 25 other 
 preachers and laymen and chartered the 
 Mount Zion Seminary. 

1880 Mount Zion Seminary begins operaƟon. 

1910 Bowdon Railroad route goes through Mt. Zi
 on from Bowdon JuncƟon. The company built 
 a staƟon in Mt. Zion for the benefit of area 
 ciƟzens. 

1912 Georgia General Assembly incorporates 
 Mount  Zion City. 

1937  Mount Zion Cemetery merges with Carroll 
 County School System. 

1974 The schools were divided into a high school 
 and middle school.  
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As of the census of 2000, there were 1,275 peo-
ple, 434 households, and 351 families residing in 
the city. The populaƟon density was 130.7 inhab-
itants per square mile. There were 467 housing 
units at an average density of 47.9 per square 
mile. The racial makeup of the city was 
94.12% White, 3.76% African American, 
0.24% NaƟve American, 

 0.94% Asian, 0.24% from  

other races, and 0.71%  

from two or more races.  

Hispanic or LaƟno of  

any race were 0.31%  

of the populaƟon.  





      If you have been thinking about wriƟng your family history, you are in luck. This upcoming 
workshop will guide you in the steps to take for a successful project. 

      The morning session will teach the steps to envision, plan, and collect family and community-
based oral history projects. 

      AƩendees will receive an overall understanding of how to organize, implement, and success-
fully produce a well-organized, ethical, family and community-based oral history project. 

      The aŌernoon session will teach about Mystoriography,  a creaƟve research and wriƟng 
method where the researcher/writer and the lived-in “worlds” of the author are the subject of 
the invesƟgaƟon.    If you would like to aƩend, please register by emailing:     

carrolltonwritersguild@gmail.com     A $10.00 donaƟon is requested for each session. 
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